Introduction
The figure often bandied about, taken from statements by Michael Krauss 1992, is that there are some 6,000 languages in the world, half of which are likely to be lost within the next century. But, as he points out, the situation is even worse: of these 3,000 remaining, only 600 have a real chance of survival, i.e., if the trend persists, some 90% of the world's languages will be lost. The question Krauss (1992: 7) poses is: 'What are we linguists doing to prepare for this or to prevent this catastrophic destruction of the linguistic world?' It is only within the past ten or so years that linguists have begun to focus on this issue and to stress the point that the disappearance of languages and linguistic diversity is a major loss to linguistic scholarship and science. Since the endangered languages issue was brought to the fore, however, it has caught the attention of the linguistics profession and has stimulated a large amount of activity. There have been a variety of conferences on the subject and the appearance of a number of major publications, including Brenzinger, Heine, & Sommer 1991 , Fishman 1991 Language, written by a group of distinguished linguists, was devoted to the matter (see Hale et al. 1992 ).
Even more striking as been the creation of organizations and activities devoted (Brooke 1998) and a short piece found in Newsweek (Raymond 1998 
